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UNITED STATES GO^RNMENT 

Memorandum 

: MR. TOLSON 

FROM X)» >i^4a3CcH 


SUBJECT: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 
JUSTICE WI L 
EXTORTION 


1-Mr. DeLoach 
1-Mr. Rosen 
1-Mr, Bishop ^ 

DATE: 6/4/68 




ALL ilMfOh'.M^IiUi, CONlAINtO 
^[nLl^ ;s DfJCLASSlF, 

OArc (jij.<jQr) 


- VICTIM 



y 

V 


I' 


Justice Abe Fortas called at {q)proximately 1:00 p. m. , 
He stated that Justice Brennan lived near him in Georgetown 
and that Justice Brennan had possibly been the victim of an extortion 
case. He stated that the Justice had a letter vhich he wished to turn 
over to the FBL He asked that I personally call Justice Brennan to 
discuss this matter. I told him I would do so immediately. 

Justice Brennan advised that last Sunday his vdfe l^^ 
out of the second floor bedroom^window and noticed a re'd^^^^^^yjng iiiTa 
bank of ivy in their front yard. dow“to remove the tag and, 

upon pulling it, noted that it wasued to^ gun^case. anR Jiistice 
Brennan opened the gun case and found what the Justiw described to be 
a Browning 12 gauge shotgun. A^astern Airlines baggage tag was 
attached to the gun case. ^ 



Justice Brennan stated that he 


^.twp^amily dwelling 








lam^ou^^d the two of thena 

area, a blanket was found on||[HBMide of the yard. 

50 found one additional 20 gauge shotgun shell, 
recommended that Justice Brennan call the police. He did so and about 
one hour later an officer appeared. Upon toting a look at the shotgun 
and shells, the officer called for additional help in the investigation. / , 

Justice Brennan stated that |||H|H||||^Rpbf the Seventh 
l^ecinct was handling investigation of this matter^^^UPcalled on Mm 
morning and indicated that the police have had n^B^^n^certaining 
wrho owed the shotgun. Justice Brennan stated that he was most anxious 
that m>thing appear In the newspapers concerning this inatter^i^wever, "#^ 
?^dmittedly,^<emale^reportew the Sen^^esstSalii^^^^ t^iUed^i 

Ills OlEfl.C0 MX ^ ^ _• 





:ed his secre^tary if the o 

V. 

mib 




T of the gun had been toimd.- 

Lco^ 48101 / 

■"^“OWBHWHBD./.JVOVER 

^ juN 10 





C. D. DeLoach to Mr. ^Ison, S/4/66 
Re: Justice William J. Brennan, Jr. 






Justice Brennan stated that the primary source of his concern 


lay in the fact that yesterday, 6/S/68, he received a letter addressed to him 
at the White House. The White House forwarded this letter to his Supreme - 
Court Chambers. The letter starle^^^Tt is.too bad that the shotgun you 
found was not used on you andfl^^^^^A 

Justice Brennan stated that this zhight possibly be an extortion ' 
violation and that he would appreciate anything the FBI mi^ do to clear this ^ 
matter up. I told Wm that we would have an Agent from our Washington Field 
Office pick up the letter in question and that it would be examined by oiur 
Laboratory. I further indicfited that an investigation would, of course, have 
to be based upon the facts as set forth in the letter. 


he was hopeful that no publicity would ensue concernii^ this matter. I told 
him there would be no publicity from the FBI, however, that I of course coiild 
not guarantee this fact from other sources. 


Washington Field Office with instifu^ons that he take care of this matter 
immediately. 


That this memorandum be forwarded to the General Investigative 
Division for following with the Washington Field Office. 


Justice Brennan e^ressed his appreciation and reiterated that 


After tailring to Justice Brennan, I called SAC Purvis of the 


ACTION: 










TO -Mr, De 


FROM 



MAY mt mrptt 

MM. M». MO. if 

UNITED STATES GOV*iCNMENT 

Memorandum 

iA, 


sumEcrfUNKNOWN SUBJE 
•KNOWN Al 

ASSOCIATE^PREMEVCOURT JUSTICE 
WILLIAM .T.^RF NNAN^ JR. - VICTIM 

/teroRTiQKp; 

- 

This is to advise of the current developments concerning the 
discovery of a shotgun in Justice Brennan’s yard and his subsequent receipt 
of a letter that may be a Federal Extortion violation. 






•/ 




BACKGROUND ; 

On May 12, 1968, Justice Brennan’s wife found a 20 guage 
shotgim in t he 3 rard of their residence. This dis covery was broug ht to the 
attention off 


1 



cet with about tweiSy-four 12 gtu^ shotgun shells on it. The 
Metropolitan Police Department was notified and they conducted a search 
that located several 20 guage shotgun shells. The was in a case that 
had a tag attached that police believed to be an airline baggage check. Efforts 
by the police to establish the identity of the owner of the weapon were futile 
and the police impoimded the gun as **found property. ’* 7 ^ 




On June S, 1968, Justice Brennan received a typed letter, 
bearing postmark ’’Orlando, Florida, 5/29/68” and Mgned- 
The first paragraph of the letter read, ’Tt is too bad that the gunsHfou^ on 
your premises were not used on you and your family; ” 'The'balance of the 
letter sets forthWHlHs feelings about outside interterence in the South^ 
hantiHng of raclBlxDatters. 

Justice Abe Fortas contacted Mr. 1 DeLoach' on June 4,H968, 
^nd advised the 'Bureau of Justice Bi(enim’(^(j^j^ipt of tfai^ letter. > 
Washington Field Office (WFO)'was Inst 
cj^toestlgattffl., 






’^institute immediate^ 



, >■ - 


7 0 r’^i^I^MCONTINUED-^OVER 




Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
. RE: UNKNOWN SUBJECT. ALSO KNOWN 





■ ■ 


INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED TO DATE: 


Justice Brennan was interviewed on June 4, 1968, WFO 
but could not furnish any reason for the incidenits or information of value 
to our investigation. He furnished the original letter and requested that 
no publicity be given this matter. 

t 

The FBI Laboratory determined the typing on the letter 
conforms to ^ style of Royal elite and L. C. Smith elite type, but the 
typing was not identified in the Anonymous Letter File. Identification 
Division developed cme unidentified latent print on the letter. 

WFO has determined the tag on the weapon was not an airline 
company tag, but was an Air E:q)ress Company of Railway £hq)ress Agency, 
Incorporate, claim tag. 


The gun was not identified in NCIC. 


PROPOSED INVESnCATION: 


We are conducting intensive investigation to tdentifyi 
i at Orlando, Florida, and she will b e interviewed concerning her letter to 
I Justice Brennan. We are contactii 


VoTi> 


After the pertinent facts are known, this matter will be 
1 discussed with the appropriate United States Attorney to determine if a 
I prosecutable Extortion violation exists. Justice Brennan will be 
Appropriately advised of the results. 


ACTION: 




i 


JTBI WASH DC* 



- •»£«• OF IK5TI6ATI0II 

E.j:KWMiI«l»rOFiUSnCE ^\xvC^ 
COMMUNICATION SECTIQiiFV^^~ 

JUN 6 1968 








AU IrtfGSMATlON COrtlAlNEO 

- ^Wn-:Is unclassified - 


^ 6-68 DRGENT ^OB 
, WFO 9-2060 




Mr. BtAtp 

Mr. Cssper 

Mr. OOUm:. 
Me. 

asc.F^. 
Mc.€l^. 

Me. 

Mr. 

Mr. TmwA. 

Vx» TMtCK. 
Me. 








S-AO*. 

^ ASSOCIATE justice VILLIAN J. BRENNAN JR, U.S. 

SUPREME COURT- VICTIM. EXTORTION -0©^ ' 

K«^A*r<c^ ^‘%V4 

WFfrAIRTEL JUNE FOUR LAST. 

IN WAY TWO SEVEN .NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT EDITION OF ORLANDO 

"evening star" daily newspaper appears article DATELINED 

WASHINGTON PARENTHESIS NANA PARENTHESIS CAPTIONED "FOUNDLING^' 

GUN WORRIES POLICE". ARTICLE RELATES THAT BABY BLANKET BUNDLE 
WAS RECENTLY ;F0UND NEAR DO 9 . STEP OF JUSTICE WILLIAM E. BRENAN 
^jR.> BUNDLE CONTAINED SHOTGUN AND FORTY SIX LOADED SHELLS. 

. : ^ARTICLE ^JS APPROXIMATELY TWELVE PARAGRAPHS AND HAS PHOTO 0 

JUSTICE BRENNAN. DESCRIBES HIM AS "LIBERAL" MEMBER OF SUPREME 
COURT. THE^RENNANS REPORTEDLY WERE SUFFICIENTLY ALARMED TO 
CANCEL SOCIAL ENGAGEMENTS ^WD XALL ??OLICE.tliCMILY 'VISIBLE 
CLUES WERE TWO AIRLINE TICKETS 4IHICH COULD WOT BE TRACED. 

JUSTICE BRENNAN ALLEGEDLY THEORIZED TO fOLICE 6UN 

AND SOMEONE PLANNED TO RETRIEVE JT 4.AIER. ; « ^ . 

_ 

REPORTEDLY THE SOCIAL CIRCUIT lN<y||ECyGETOWN^jJSiBUZZING ^ 

p JON :n- 1968 ' ^ 



I 







TEIETYPEDTO' ^ 

JUI\i ] ii I^mM. 





< WRITER HAD OBSERVED ABOVE ARTICLE. 
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«4T mt tomoN 
•ft* OCM. «e. m, 9f 


TO 


FROM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

llr« ‘ 

..Mr 


XJITKNOWN SU BJECT^ ALSO 
Kira^TN AS I 
ASSOCIATE SXJPREI'SE COURT JUSTICE 
WILLIAM J.®*BRENNAN, JR. - VICTIM 
EXTORTION 


Tolaoo . 


DATE: June 


10, 


1968 





Trotter 
Tele. Room 
Holmes 
C(ndy 


Bishop 

Conrad 

Sullivan 

Trotter 



This is to advise that in 
threatening communication receive 

6/3/68, one 

and the U. S Attorney Tampa ha's 
prosecution in this case as the threats do not fall 
the purview of the Federal Extortion Statute. 


connection with a possible 
Lociate S upreme Court 


lecllnec 

within 


On 5/12/63, Justice Brennan* s ’v^fe discovered a 
shotgun in the yard of their Georgetovrn r^ldence. A search 
^of the yard by local authorities revealed 24, 12 gauge 
shotgun shells and several 20 gauge shotgun shells. Efforts 
.to determine the owner of the weapon have been unsuccessful. 

On 6/3/68, Justice Brennan received a letter 
an Or lando, Florida postmark. The letter was signed 
land states "It is too bad that the guns found oT 
les v/ere not used on you and your family. •• The letter 
sets forth the writers opinions about outside interference 
in the South* s handling of racial matters. It is noted that 
an Orlando daily newspaper on 5/27/63, carried a story con- 
cerning the discovery of the shotguii in Justice Brennan* s 
yard. i-.- r 


e^bear^^ 

o^you^* 


V 


•Mv. 




Justice Breigr^n did nofi'laiovr «f any 
the incident concerning^ the shotgu n nor the receiot of 
let1 - • ■ - - , 


■i. Vs; 

• • •• 

^ -.VT.*-...- . . <. . 






CO:;Trii?UED — OVER 









r- 


I^emorandum to I'Jr. DeLoach 

RS: ITi^Kl^akiiq SUBJECT, ALSO KI^OITN 

fc>,'7C 

The contents of -the letter have been discussed vith 
the U, S. Attorney, Tan5>a, who advised that the letter does 
not consifeiute a threat within the purview of the Federal 
Extortion Statute and declined prosecution. No further active 
investigation therefore is being conducted. 

ACTION: 



Justice Brennan is being advised by the crime 
Records Division of the developments in this case and the 
Attorney's opinion. 


• 





V)^C- 






fc- 


xr: 


• / 


li 




o 


IS«?i:LEt‘ra S?S?S*5! 

I Georgetown '•JifS? t/hii ot n letter , 

I subsequent wSldOf Indicntlig 

bi*L*issM;'«sriboi ,«h th. 

*“'»• ». «ondoetl»« 

U.tlc. Br»m« b~ be« ibw J ^ 

and bsd no 7^ bin ward or 

vhy the gun was left in^in^Tnro^ 

Iwhy the written and contains 

fc nusi ;s.* gtb” j; 

ling t6^tewe_Jthe.«un 

^^genmJSSJS ^^* 

Etorney* lor a 

I the *PP59K^SiSi5ion, .®^®“*^ 

Isirs sjiSjfcjj 




I 


•yv: 










#3 





S • * . - 


•4^iC; i <■ 





po-se m«v; $>22>64) 


r. I 


:zr-_ < 

( 


f B I 


■i: ♦ 


I j. 

i ~ 
- I 


-Date: 6/11/68 


± 


•i 


Transmit the following in __ 

- AIRTEL 




J 

I ^ 


(Type in plaintext or code) 

* : I 


(Priority) 


I 

.J-. 


^TO: 

TRQU: v: 
SUBJECT: 


:SI^CTOR, .rai^ 

SAC, ST. LOUIS (9-1974) (BUG) 

?7 . . -- j 




ASSOCIATE JUSTICE WILLIAM J. BRENMAN, JB., 
United States Supreme Court - VICTIU 
EXTORTION 


00 : 


• - -r - ALL IWFORMAUON CONTAINED 
' herein JS.UNCLASSifif 


DATEli 



Be Washington Field airtel to Bureau, 6/5/68. 


Enclosed to Tampa are nine copies of an FD-302 
concerning the following. 







b7C \olO 

is in lawful custody of the pertinent 
record, and is the proper person to whom m oubpoena duces 
tecum should be directed for its production in court. ^7^ 

. ^Washington Field Office, at 
?will, :«tarting with :the jrecords of 

U^pTiCi 




bii 




Bureau 

:^0Cmmpa <Enc|a.^^) 


-A^^ashington ^ield ^9-^060) 

1 - St. Louis 





iolJUNlSflBB 












Sent 


Special Agent in Charge 



.M Per 




»■•■... ’ •■ -i'. .■>•-•'■■'■-• , ■ .t-\.:i- • -V. •-■•.-• ■-■• •■'^.' ■ ■ •■..■•• ■•.-■-■ • ■ ..,- •■'•■-•’ ■••’ ■■..-•'■ 




7 -la (Rev* 4 -IT- 67 ) 


JIEPORT 
.;«! the^ 


!• Office 


ULBORATORT 

fEDERAL BUREAU BF INVESTIGATION 
r- WASHINGTON, D. f *0535 



«r, Jtehn B. Leyton 

of Bollon . - ^ 

^ BetropoUtiB Bollot BiWJjteMt 

®e Ce . .. . 

Bttnntioni 


.Jon# 7» 1068 





ion Bivisien 



^-..O.. A.U.ort..tio. e—*. •,. *ra..«I for thy*, of U.. 
{.oboratorr f*pott In c^noclloo with a el»tl pioeo^ln*. ^ 

VUfLlAM 3R*» ^ I ” A \iog fe g« WKv 

B. A 8 B 0 CUT 1 BJS TKat, ^ I V ) 

BHXTED 8 TAT18 W PBIg COORT{ YOUR NO . V 

POSSXBLI BXTOBTXdl rai file no. yCwA6806 

w 



Addressee 

Blaatlen requested by: 

Letter 6/5/68 


Reference: 


CsamlnaUen requested: 

PersoBslX: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINLD 
HEREIN IS. UNCLASSI, 

mn Lj*3 ( ^0 

Bioroseopio • yingerprint 





6/5/68, by 

8o!!gsag^mlBg Ahotgun. Berisl Busber 6s27728, with css 

five 30-gsuge shotgun ^«TTs . ^ . . f? i /; / ^ 

tee 18*gsnge shotgun shell Ktv^ 

Tventy*tive lO^iuge Magnus Shotgun shells 

Blanket 


17728, with eas 


Sesulto of ssnu£uiatieht^ 


*»IA 




:J» JUN 12 ' 



RfBted clWB^iSd snuK designs printed *? «5 s^*'n 

at Invisible laundry or toy cleaners saxklngs were . . .^ 

^TS --the :general sppearanM ef^^^swtte ^^^^^^^ 

k Blngle red head hair, • 8/8- in length, and 

a single sedius brown head hair, 7j" An len^h, as ee 

2 - "Mashlngton ^leld Of f ice ;> J 






lxtype unitL—1 


% 


Ceontlimad on next paste 


t 





M s.^ rTT * r** * 


‘ ■; M-r- • a r ^ *.rv.v- — *: 

•'../. .; -v.'.-n: •:••;■♦.>■’* V-:* < -. .;_ v/ " 'ri •/ •''••'• '>. •' ,•■**»•.“•' v 

:t;^K^^'''tfiKcaMts ntf «t v»4 mai hiwm :fe»ail %ain« iOlT~ 

-h" eaaOMltt ^ ii^ idand ito IQT;^:- A S^iv 

klMk tend kalni ot V«grdi4 arlflB wmr* »lmo teani on Q7. 

VhftM hairs sad hair f isgsanta hars haaa souatod oo glass 
. iaidas for gosSibls foMs oofvtflm goryoi 

.^-::,giii forsiga taatlXa tibars «f sarioos tjpss.tfid - =■^■ 
; ' iodldrs fsaorsd frcai Q7 havs haaa plaoad la plllh os ss for , 
gosslbU •osparisoos,'^^:'^:.-^'^^;^^^ 

^'. .floB '^11 'ba' sdrlsad 'if 'tWlrsiw 
V fiagaipriat aaaslaatlee of . spaoisaBs Q3 threogb Qt hj a 

>;--;^|irata_»^^^ ^ v j; 

Vm laforsatioo ooaoaxsiagilia bx^ia o^sjaclsaa 


. T- ■ 


-*a - 


^ vlll ba farsishad job tj tha Wasblngtoa Viald 
of tha fU. 


- _ 


The sutaalttad avldanea is balng tasporarily 


ratalaad in tha Laboratory until eallad for tj a 
raarasantatlTa of yoor dapartoaat. 





/ 
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RECORDED 


>6/5^ 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



Laboratory Work Sheet 


QG LU i tllLHCE n r y O LVIK G 

JUSTICE WILLlilM J. BRENNAN, JH. , 

^ow 


File # f" / — (a 

Lab. « PC-A6806 4j| 

EXPED ITE 


Mr. John B. Layton (CID FILE 72000) 

Chief of Police (Let. 6/5/68) 

Examination requested by: JJetro. Police Dept. 

Washington, D. C. 20001 

Examination requested: . . Date received: 6/5/68 perde 

Micro. (Fibers)- ^ . ' 

Result of Examination: \1 ' Examination by: 

Attn: 

b?C^ 




Criminal Investigation Division 



Q3 20-gauge Browning shotgun. Serial 

Number M£ 9z27728, with case 
Q4 Five 20-gauge shotgun shells 
Q5 One 12-gauge shotgun shell 
Q6 Twenty-five 12-gauge Magnum shotgun shells 
07 ItiiTTFrrrLrjiiii Blanket 











I 

I- 

I 








0/ifH ■ cejiAiP 

'yl'' JSY fTflitJf, /JO L/IB£Lf. fMKAi- 
Sc/Y^T i/eLfif. fjo yic(gie cfi. Xiuyidffl-^- 
Y/1u^JpYi oK cu^rJjtr 






-a 








Cp'^ *" f •’ ^jC*^ T^M ^ 


/ * 




/%C^, <^>K. y — , 


' A-i£ ^ h^>*^ 

L>^. ^ 






|.^ . 




ALL INFOKMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN ,IS.UNCWSS1£ 

‘ 1 j?^ 


OATEj 




/ I 











GO\ . -^NMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF C fUMBIA 
- -- -METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT 







r. ■auhnfmmationcont^n^ 

r ; DATE 

* 4 V ^ 

iv9xsriu7^o 

Wen. J. Edgar Boew. IMreeior 
' federal Bureau ef lareatifatien 
. Separtaani ef 'Juailea - - ^ j 
- VaahingioDt B.C. 


J)Mr -Sin 

We are enlaiittlng herewith the feUewiag ai^lelea for 
exaaination and analjrees entnerated below. 



c/c> 




iTolTlng fttctioe 

Bimbarten 






Itee #1 

Item #2 

Item #3 
Item ff 
Item #5 


a "Browning. #20 gmge eenl«autoaatle ehetgon. eerial #9x 
27728 in a black wlnyl el'per type carrying ease. J. 

Flee ( 5 ) #20 gauge shotgun shells. .. 

One (1) #12 puge shotgun shell. 

Twenty fire (25) #12 gauge magBum shotgun shells ^ - 

a medium sise multi*eelor bla^et. 




Ve respectfully request that Xtem #1 be exasiined for latent 
fingerprints vpon the interior pai^. including the case. . 

Ve respectfully request that item #1 be cheeked back to it*s 
Kanufaeturer and it* a subsequent itinerary to the retail sale. 

Ve respeotfolly request that items #2.#3 and #4 be examined 
for the presence of latent fingerprints. 

Ve respectfully request that item #5 be exazained for foreign 
fibers and a saa^le of the f ibers composing item #5 be taken for future 
cos^iarisons. ' 

- ‘ Tour cooperation in this matter will be greatly appreciated. 
Tour attention is directed to the fact that Special Agent 
»f -the Vashingten Field Off its ie ineestigating another 
countenandS V this oeearrenec. ■ 




riminal^ 

rsstigd Lxoii iutiBioh;"f'^^^vf^J^|- 

' cc*. ^ 



. 1 . . 

- fjuju^, BUREAU DF INVES’:^AT10N “ 

Washington, D. C. 20537 ^ 

£& , REPORT ; - ■ ■ 

• -. - *“ ; — of the ■ - _ . 

“^=HDENTIFIC ATION DIVISION 

LATENT FINGERPRINT SECTION 

MW>< : 

1-ATENT CASE NO. v “ ; . : . 

.. ^jane'- ..r- ' .; 

TO:" . ' ' _ ■*■ '■ ■ ^ .. -^. ••■ 

--- . ■ AAC,'WF0 " ■ : ‘AaiKfCWWATfdfrcbNfA^ - ; ■ r-:: " 

- .^tfiEJN'IS^UNCLAS: 

..... - DAT f fcJfU^A- I 

(o 

aSoczate justice wxluam j. bkennan; JR. 

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT • VXCT1U 
EXTQRTIQN 


BEFERENCE: 





1 


f 

•jr . 


EXAMINATION REOUEA4l4iilr:6/4/M 
SPECIMENS: WFO 

Ql, ttvalope 

Q2, ftccompanyiag letter 


One latent p«T*w print cC value for idenUflcation pur* 
poses vas developed on Q2. No latent impressions of value 
were developed on QX. 

Laboratory famishing a^imrate rmwrt giving result 
of Its sad diSpOSltiOn Of SUbgl ‘ 

' IIEC-3Z 



,i.-v 


S *Tanpn 

^ .-1^ £ 

"JUN101968 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION % 4'!^ - • 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Recorded 6-5*68 8:35 a.m. Received 6-5-68 

Laboratory Work Sheet 


Re 


V 




. ASSOC. jQStice Yillian J. Brannen, Jr., File# 0 » 
United States Saprane Court - Tietin. Lab.# / - 

LC# ' 

(OOiTP) X ■' 

WO alrtal 6/4/68 

Examination requested by: x /j 

BOC'/p^t) 

Examination requested: I J Date received: 

Result of Examination: ^ Examination bf 





/a 


^d. <£ / 

C 1 S^wrtn 4g1^W.6».a!6r W fc’^JflWt^tf^PTfilliaw S. Branaen, Jr. 



.bH 


White Bouse Washington, O.C.* postaarked Orlando, Fla 
AM Bay 29, 1968 

0 2 Enclosed one page typewritten letter signed 

CQ:2^ 




•r 

\\v 

A' y 



\ v.l 



^ information contained 7 

■ f 




Examination completed Jf !%0 Dictated ^ 

Time Date, Date 


% 

{ 



r-rra 






XT 


-S/4/C8 



■■ \ y. ‘ '.- r ** /. ■•'•■ ' •■ . : • .■.T'-'*-' ; ■ .• ;*r * ■*. ''■ 

-:v.\ .,. 4^ ‘ ■-•-?. '■• ,, . _*. -.“ .r.rv‘*i.-> r«r^-. ^ .-..v --■-...- 

•' i r '" ' ’t'-* ^ •• -^‘ • ^ 7T- ^ ^ vT ' . **' T~ ' --* --' - <.; •?■ > - ♦ ». .^. 









ijP/C# 



.. i .. 


ASfOCIAR JlOTCE SliiXili «DIR^; Jt-r4;o “ 
Onit«d States Su prei e Ooort « TICITO 


snosnov 
Coo:TP) 


y- 


"..*: .' ... icT '■ .• 'v.: v^.TT' t ■■■ 


..w — ^ .f* ^-— y; 






- T“: ,» «# .*»-■• 






' * Cm Btnrim an tlia erlglml and em 

copy of anvalepa postaarlead S/29/68« at Orlando, Florida, 
addrossad to Jostiea VXLUAH I. BBERRAH, Jr., Vhlta Bouse, 
VaShingten, O.C. Also •nelos'^ are the original and one copy -~ 
of a one* page typovritten letter dated 5/28/68, addressed to 
Justice W ILUAM 1. BBE8NA1I, Jr«, Bhlte Bouse, Bashington, O.C.* - 
signed «»d bearing a retafcn addreM of Vinter Fail:, 

Florida."~'v--‘- "V:--- •■• '''^ 

Bnelosed for the Investigative assistance of Jtat^ . ^ . 
are tuo copies each of above-described envelope and letter. : 7T' 



! nlth 


WO indices oontain no infernation identifiable 

in instant a»tter..,_;^7;/..,./:;;:'\ 





INFORMATION .CONTAmi^ 
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l«tttf eVrUinlj infers W^ii «20 Brovniag BtotgonSils-/ 

'■■-^-.iborarad «a Inm of ld« W«i # «n e» at Ifashls^gtoa, D.C« » « 
T^S/U/M.'-^Jtairti^ mmm states tlMt>i IsmW SMVUaBtl<^m 
^-^•‘'fiaMs'^tk tta srltaar.'.sf tlit Ilsttae.’Te*^^'^^^-^^^ 
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far tha infarnatlaa of Tap^pa, inataat asttar abenld 
ba Vroq^t ta tfaa paraonal sttaBtlon of tfaa SAC and faaodlad, , 
vlth tfaa stsMt dlapatcfa* 


Detalla ra dlaeoraxp of abotgun and Intarrlav with, 

Juatlca SSBOIAIV to follov in IW* ^ 
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TBX Laboratoxy ia raquaatad to aaar^ tfaa abora->' 
daacrllad lattar and anvalopa through tba a n o i yo u a lattar flla. 
Tha Laboratozj ia fnrtfaer roqoaatad to proeaaa tfaa lattar and : 
anvalopa for latant flngarprinta and praaanra anjr latMta 
daval<^ad for eoi^arlaoa vltfa futura aubalaaiona in tfaia caaa. 




Tha Xahozatoz 7 la alas xaquoata^ to praaanra tfaa 


ahova; lattar and anvalopa far poaaibla eoapariaon with fu t ur a 
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and lialtad inquiry to identify and locate aubjaet. 
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ASSOCIATE JUSTICE WILLIAM JUSRENMAN, Jr. ^- ■. 

‘United States Supreme Court • 'VICIIM 
ECTOBTION . , 

(00:T1») 

WeWFOalrtel to the Bxireau dated 6/4/68. 

Enclosed for the Bweau are the original and four 
copies of «n LHM re captioned subject. Enclosed for the Investl* 
gatlve assistance of Tampa are two copies of the IHM. Enclosed 
for the esslstance of Knoxville and St. Louis are two copies ead: 
of realrtel and two copies each of the UlM. 

Investigat ion reflected In tiie enclosed LHM was 
conducted by SA' 



uie V1IUJ.W9CU Mill was j 

Si 



For the Information of Tampa and Knoxville and 
St. Louis f Associate Justice BRENNAN has requested that no 
publicity be given this incjbj^t. No dissemination of Informa* 
on Is to be matter vlti)ttut.JuBeausaipproval. 

■ 121968"" 

•1 -^^St. -Louis 
,2,^;Tampa (Enes. 2), 

1 - WFO * 
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Special Agent In Charge 
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X2) '^•Report remits In form suitable for dissemination. ' 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INTESTIGATION 

.^- ..i ,-Kashington, D.C.. 20535 ~ 

June 5, 1968 


ill INf0f<MAT»0N CpNTWNUK - 


DATE 








; 'ASSOCIATE JUSTICE WILLIAM J.' BRENNAN, Jr.,, 
•' TJnlt^ States 5\]pr^e ^Court-yiCTlM 

EXTORTION ’ 




1** ' hr'-' ^ 




• On Jtane 4, 1968, -Associate Justice William J. 

Brennan, Jr., Wnlted States Stipreme Cowt, Washington, D.C. , V 
vas Interviewed and advised the following: ^ 

On Sunday morning, May 12, 1968, his wife, while 
looking from a second-floor window, saw what appeared to be, a 
red tag In the Ivy alongside their residence sidewalk at 
3037 Dumbarton Avenue, Washington, D.C. -Mrs. Brennan Investl- ^ 
gated and discovered the tag was apparently an Eastern Airlines 
tag and was attached to a black vinyl case that contained a 
Browning automatic shotgun. 

Upon location of the shotgun, Mrs. Brennan brought 
the matt er to the at tention o f jie r husband , and Jtxstlce Brennan 
notlfl^ 

tol^Tistic^frennan tha^!ehad foxind a .z^gaug^sho't'gun shell 
In his yard that morning. V>7^ 

A search of the Brennan anJjj^HHH^premlses 
. , resulted in the discovery of a light oRe^lldren'a blanket 
;«: oovered by fairyland figures containing approximately .24 .12 
^^^L^vygsuge magnum shotgun shells. ; The blanket was located on a ^ 
picket -fence In Justice Brennan's yard. 
















'The Seventh Precinct, Metropolitan Police Department, 
Washington, D.C. « was notified snd several yoUecsbf fleers 
^arrived shortly thereafte r snd conducted s thiorbi^ search of 
tile Brennan and yards that results In the location df 

six or seven *20 .gauge shotgun shells In the :^ard of V 





_ mnd ^xearltig 9l .iyJi 
, lee Brennan ^ 


rf •*- - . r<iy." ^ .w. o 9 •7* 

;%i;..;^i-::';;-*;"tetuTO •' address . of .M 


tte’en^ 




y®? Brennan _by the 

*^^^^^^^|^M^raa^^ndled by hliniself and 


tv ‘ 


1 h^'j, I Brennan furilshed the bbove-descabed/letter 

• ^ of . Federal Bureau of iiwestl 

r ‘ j^&tion ioT examination,^ ^ letter itehds as follws ’ “ 


«; ,;. ■.. .-... T- ■" ■ — r- ■Ttt’r/* *.•.■"?. .*® :*oiiw 

' ;too.l)ad "that -tlie'- fou^''bn'-your •■■” ■••■--• 

/r\v-v't^''.t>'^:!r:'r:Treml8es were not". used on - v: ' ••:rt-' 



1**^ understand that In Washington the Vhlte r v. . 

: -people TDoved to the suburbs ao their children could # - u ; .. 
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“ tT“’ 
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j^jrefore «egi^8 


Siie'''i»htt«’'-«Aool’r -Now down -iiiere ■^/■. V'i'i-i' ■%' 

r;^.^ «^4»e llegpo.^hool8M^^ •nloyfeef- -r-rr. 




ren-i^.ea;to «n|^ , 
iopls «nd .*ould havr^^S^ 



^%ill il^tle ’f racas'es . Vjlifell^^en two idiite ^ ^ 


jir^lr^s h^we..«0me’ trwble^lt Is/not.-a^ade .a ;ilg . 

r.r;r^:'-;r;;;Y^^ 





iilhltr person ;iUkl -a 'lielfro^jljave'aOT 
.vtrouble’;-4md a big' stl^ Is ttadei'^^e «W.^e'bqy.v-^?"‘-^^ 
-u«v.^.^eneyally^^ the worst of the trouble«' tty maid-^ -' - 
which I had 8 years told me recently that she wished 
things yere back like they were before all this civil 
. - ... . --■ / •• ■ — -atuff-took ovar^.^.« , ■ ■. ■ - t 


*v:* 


r ‘ ‘ \ Ci jc- ^ 


) 




take^Martln Lut^r King Was Saying he was‘';;7. 
'. 5 ^or i^h-wlblenci^ but :4ie wSa nothlng^bat a liar, for 
rr^jBvery^ere he went he catised riots and troyble , ' He .. 
'.. /i^as. told to :atay but< of Memphis 4^'^^ -^ i^id^n^ 

^ l^eid. and on TV It showed him with a. groxip of people . 

; snd ^en hs got then all Tiled up and he could not vr- 
handle them he' jumped in a car and like a coward he 
;; . got ;!iway.':f Axiy as many tlmes-as 



' and across the South and up the East Coast. Kow If 

\ states, had fed .clothed., .^glyeithem^pbsaiiTd 

-aid /tiiey'cvould .hot.', -have multl^le^hs'cthey 
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Justice Brown stated that to his knowledge he has 
^ ^ Tecelved no similar commtmlp^ knows no one 

^.. ^i^*. letter; -V*" .*I'- ■ .. 


'.t 



• ] , • -\ cl^te ■Justice' Breniianji ad vised tluit apptoxinlateT^ 

-. v^ur. Mftv *3^. 4^68 ^'V'ja female who "xep^ilijl&it^ -hiSRel-f ee^ 

® reporter ;fps^B||||||||^e^p^^^ called Jiistice 

.. : ®nd asked -Are there any fclues as ’to where ^e 

;1’ f:uu8 round o^AisticWBrennan^^Aawn m have come from?*’ * 

; :r/ / ,Jfhen advise^H^^^H||H^^^H^^|^had|j^ information o n the 

^:^M^at^^iflitS 







lat. she wo uld cal l ba ck at a 
Kto datei 


th^^Tox 


•K , 





wm 

rj^.^M 


i^une>j5pl968/ 

^^PJl concerning €he i) 1 scovery 
4ust ice .William jr^^rennan, 


m^mm 





stated that the «hotg\in, « 

■ - -rr. Browning ■ >iro^^aug^e^lrfiutoo»ati^:4« -5ar laX,, N^ber^ ,--< 1 ^^.^ 

i V 9Z2772BV vas^^lscover(^ by «rs,' Brennan and at the time of vA- 
5S4scownCws ■ co^alh^ nui::a ;*aae-^Bi^ 

t^-bMearlng jOTnb6r^EA72-^4T^^^^^ 


itated.'that the /:•■ 






testilted In the locati on of aeveral %~20 
s found I n* the yard -of 

In addition, Spproximately 25 ;v.l2 gauge , . 
■ ^A ^ num shells nao prevldusly bera,l.ocated |by Jus tlce ^Brennan :^ • 
and^||f|||^|[||M a inultl 7 Col 6 re"d blanket /vhic^ Vas’ 7 ' 

foxin^or^Justlce Brennan Vs. premia esi. j 






stated^ia^the^Bhotgun had :been .a 

handled by Justice Brenn7ivondfl|H||||||||p|^a^ had been vlped ^ 
clean by one of them to preven^rn^feaponrrom rusting. 

. stated .that .the shotgun, case, shells and .___ 

blanket t^^^^^^mlahed to the Metropolitan Police Department 
by; . Justice Brennan and that the Items are presently In the _V 
custody of the Metropolitan Police ^Department v property rierlc ;7 
at. police head<pjarters, .Washington,' D.C;V Vs7j^ 





police precincts regarding the posslbl^lnmj^^bj^^one 
concerning ithe ^oas ^f 'Sthe sreapon^l^iii^||||t||||(||Hi||iH^^^ 
that bo Oate no Inquiry has .been received concerning the weapon,- 

...... ... . ... .'. ....... -vw •- ri- ,. .....r.rj f'f' l jfe iV *'" .. 

' ^ hl(^ 
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b7C 


WStCT^.^| 65 * - '■'.r.i . ■ . 



^^hat>!the 'slwtgun 

1 . .. J-A .-©e furnished, the. Fedtt^Bu?S5r;of ^ i)7C , 


/.. ^. .' 7 '^-*. ^ #.-in.w. •newrrv - irv r.- ** a‘* ^ T.f *• v £*^;^v.>;' -- tT-^-iV V? , -5^»sr—' 

-. :♦ ^ ■• .v>« -rV T-% t: " ^ ^•..■»-; <• * -.'-.vi* 



•• 


O^e t^fat ^ i i i nwi i. ■’’t- 'v ^^ 

" coadutSont of Vj? ' v % v; 

.•^ 55 Laiith.p„,p«roi^ ■ \ 

••wiMd i» loanad to youi ogonoT; . 

52515*f®5!ff? «• not to bo 

mNntlit totMda four ogoBoy. 
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BUilAU OF INVESTIGATION 


0.:;:^ARTMCNT OF JUSTICE ~_J , — :" 

^-COtoNICATlON-SECTION:-^^^^::^^- . - 


' JUN 7 19 S 8 


FBI VASHDC* 
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JBI TAMPA 

unC’/nr. 

735 TO DI^TOR , ¥FO 
PA 

ASSOCIATE JUSTICE VILLIAM J^RENNAII JR. 

*r • • ;. •■• ’ - 

US SUPREME COURU ->V1CT1H EXTORTION OOtTP 

RE TP TEL TO BUREAU -SIX -SIX-SIXTYEI6HT. \ 



Mr. Df*.Loa<^ 

Mr.’ Mohr 

Mr. Bishop.^ 
Mr. Casper — 
^r.X'sIlalian. 
Mr. Conrads 
lir.Fdt 
Mr. Gale^ 

Mr. Boa 
Mr. EulV^ 

Mr. Tave 
Mr. Trotter— 
Tele. Room — 
Miss Holmes. 
Miss Gandy— 




. NO^^^^^^^^^^HIDENTIFIED. USA EDWARD 
F. BOARDMAN, TAMPA ADVISED WOULD DECLINE PROSECUTION AS LETTER DIO 
NOT CONSTITUTE EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED THREAT AND THEREFORE NOT 
WITHIN PERVIEW OF EXTORTION STATURTE. NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION 

\n C >oV 

,-r. 


BY TAMPA UACB. 

END 

WI i AT - IO PRIORTT r. 
7S3 PN S«7.6P unnriff 
WPK 
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JUN 12 196§ 


ALL information CONTAINED 

FBI WASH DC* 

^4 JUji£ QJQQQ 

TELEnm TG: 

^0 




*4 • I*.* • 5*-^ ^ * **• 





- F B L . . 


Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


: ^ iti^lointext orjpp^l 




: (Priority) 


'} 
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y / ■. :’--■ ■■• ^ . 
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«/^ -nTPnr<FOR -PBT --vSLLtNFOfiMATWNCOMlA^ 

-TO* director. PBI 

TRQMs |9-a637) (RDC) OATEitmiS^Y. 




V^c>* ^ - W 

^fp socSr^^PSTI CE WlLLl Mi J> 

UHITJm gTAT RS SUPREME J: ObRT_- VICTIM 
EXTOOTiOH 
(00: TAMPA) 

Se WFO airtel ~to Bureau 6/5/68* 








^)- Bureau ' , , » 

V- MPO (9-2060) <Enc. l) , a-^ i . 

2 - Tampa - . 


1 - Unoxville t9-1037) 






^ r 

■- , fcyjUAfj g 


fit- 


" ^;Approved: 


Special Agent^PRorge 


• » ;*• -7. • ' V , • 

Sent ’ • ' ' ** Per 
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K1V2K3 (Rev. M-67) 



REPORTING OFFICE 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

DATE 

INVCSTIOATIVK PER|6d 



TAMPA 

WFO 

6-13-68 

6-4-68 - 6-7-68 



TITLE OF CASE^ iA 

- 

1 REPORT MADE BY 

It^Ved^b 



^ i'\ -v* 

BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ASSOCIAT^^STICE, 

WILLIAM JT^BENNAN, JR., 
UNITOD STATES SUPREME COURT «• 
VICTIM 


REFERENCES; 





V»70 


ms 


EXTORTION 

'•\ik li'irk)f(<ViAuOR ClONTAIRU) 
IS UNCLASSIFIED 

date B 



WFO airtel to Bureau dated 6-4-68. 

Bureau telephone call to Tampa, 6-5-68 
WPO airtel to Bureau dated 6-5-68 . 

Tampa teletype to Bureau dated 6-6-68. 

Thmpa airtel to Bureau dated 6-13-68. 

- RUC - 

ADMINISTRATIVE ; 

One copy of this report is being furnished 
Knoxville and St. Louis Dlvs. in view of investigation 
pending in those divisions. 

stigation c onducted at Washington was by 

\)1C^ 





PINES 



SAVINGS 


NONE 


WECOVENIES 


SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHANGE 


COPIES MADEt 

Bureau 

1 - USA, Tampa / . 

WPO ,.(9-2060) 


' X - Knoxville - 

1 - St. Louie 
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DIsssmInotion Rsoord of Attoched Rspoff 


.Agency 


Request Reed. 
Date Fwd. 
How Fwd. 




rir~ 

^ . 

□SiSt 


ACQUIT 

TALS 


CASE HAS BEENi 

PENDING OVEN Ot/g YEAR OVES □nO 
PENDING PROSECUTION 

OVEN SIX MONTHS □^CsQnO 


DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 
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Notations 
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AT WASHIHGTON, 




, v,-;!n-.-/^.^iii'4ipon'«OB{pletion M>f requested . 

investigation advise the Bureau by LHM suitable ; . ; ' 
lor ^lisseminatibn ss >the Bureau nay wish -to -- - v /• - 
sake results of this investigation outside;.; . . 

the; Bureau,. . 
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UNITED STAI ES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
■ t: FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION . 




Copylo. 1 _ USA, Tampa 
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Field Office File e> 
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I File mi 9-404 
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ASSOCIATE JUSTICE, 

WILLIAM J. BRENMAN, JR., 

UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT •> VICTIM 

EXTORTION 


On 5-12-68 Associate Justice, WILLIAM J. BRENNAN, JR., 
U.S. Supreme Court recovered a .20 gauge Brovning 
automatic shotgun from his yard at residence in 
Washington, D.C. Metropolitan FD, Washington, D.C. 
notified. On 6-3-68 Justice BRENNAN received a 
letter postmarked Orlando, Fla. and dated 5-28-68 
addressed to Justice wtt.t.tam e. BRENNAN. JR., Whitehouse, 
Washington, D.C. aigned^^M^^^<L°<l bearing a 
return address of first paragraph 

of this letter advised as follows: **It is too bad that 

the guns found on your premises were. not used on you 
and your family.*' The Orlando Evening Star newspaper 
on 5-27-68 published article date- lined Washington 




prosecution in this matter as the letter did not 
constitute an expressed or implied threat and therefore 
not within the nurview of the extortion statute. 
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Jn Please Refer to 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDEEAL BUREAU OF 1>VESTICATI0N 

' . Wa^ingtcn, D.C. 20535 

• June 5, 1968, • • : 


.A 




: ASSOCIATE JUSTICE WILLIAIIJ, BRE2INAN, Jr., 

United States S*apreae Court -VICTIM 

s:-d:oRTio:i ^ ^ ^ 

On June 4, 1968, A.ssociate Justice William J. 

Brennan, Jr. , United States Supreme Court, Washington, D.C 
vas intervieved and advised the following: 

f . 

On Sunday morning. May 12, 1968, hi s'-wi^/ while 
looking frcrn^ a second -floor window, saw what appeared to be a 
r ed ta? I d th<^ . iw alongside their residence sidewalk at 

^ Washing ton ^^Irs'iV.^Brenna^l investi- 

apparently an Eastern Airlines 
tag and was av,tecnaG to a black vinyl case that contained a 
Browning automatic shotgun. 

Upon location of the shotgun, Mrs. Brennan brouaht 
^^j_^-^^^ ^£-H2,£^^ttention of nier husband, and Justice Brennan 




*Si.ice Brennan tnat he had round 
in his yard that morning. 


2 ge snotgun sn^i 

\>1C 


. A search of the Brennan anc 
resulted in ^the discover:-' of a light bliJ^fflTdre^’s blanket 
covers^ by rairyianc rig-rres cof.taining appro:tin:atelv 24 12 

shotg-un shells. The ..blanket was located 6a a - 
P^cicst fence in justice Brennan’s -yard. " 

NjTC 


V^esiilts 

• .* 'iv* ' •■• ' '“.h ..k " 
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t 
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'The shotgun, vinyl case, shells and blanket weije 
furnished to the Metropolitan Police Department for safe- 
keeping and possible return to the owner, .. 

Justice Brennan advised that he requested that no 
publicity be given the Incident and that to his knowledge 
the police did not disseninate the information to any news 
agency. 

Justice Brennan further advised that on June 3, 

1963, he received a one-page typewritten letter dated May 28, 
1968, addressed to Justice Willi am E, Brennan , J^. , White 
House, Washir.gton,^D^^^signe^lH||HpHBI^f and bearing a 
return evidress of Justice Brennan 

stated that the envelope containing the letter was postmarked 
Kay 29, 1968, at ^^ando^JJIggS®* 

The letter was for:*arded to Justice Brennan by the 
^ihi te Ho use, Washin gton. D.G. . a nd w as ha ndled by himself end 

Justice Brennan furnished the above-described letter 
and envelope to a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Invest!* 
gation for examination. The letter reads as follows: 

‘'Dear Sir: 

"It is too bad that the gins found on your 
premises were not used on you and your family. . 

"irny you people up in “ashington will not let 
-“the South alone and let cur states settle their 
• school matters. . tr.ian children came along they 
want to the sclictls nearest their Jipmes,^ 

■*:%nany of ebulc ^ralk to “their ^ch^oTs^ 
thereby eliminating ha*.*inr to travel by, ius^ 
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